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We provide havens for homeless
families among interfaith houses of
worship within Somerset County. We
help homeless families plan their
transition to independence –
HOMELESS NOT HELPLESS. We
connect families with needed
resources along their path to
independence.

Empowering Homeless Families
to achieve and Maintain
Independence

From the Executive Director
What a year for IHNSC! Celebrating 25 years of serving homeless
families with children was certainly the highlight of 2017. With the
overwhelming support from our congregations and local
community, IHNSC has truly become a staple in service for Somerset
County. With the generosity from all that believe in our mission, we
were able to sustain that 90% of our families maintained their
independence in 2017. By offering well-rounded programs aimed at
long-term stability, staff and volunteers provided crucial services
for homeless families with children in our county.
The significance of support from our congregations and volunteers
has never been more important than it is now. We will continue to
learn, observe and evolve based on the trends of homelessness in
Somerset County and New Jersey. I want to personally thank each
and every one of you that supported our agency this past year and I
look forward to working together in 2018 as we remain united in
combating family homelessness.
With Much Gratitude,
Alyssa Martini
Executive Director
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Our 2017 Program Impact
IHNSC’s continuum of care provides structured services and basic needs that
support the prevention of relapse back into homelessness. This well-rounded
program approach accesses clients crucial supports that enable stability and
independence, while creating client empowerment.
Emergency Shelter provides nights, meals, basic needs, intensive case
management, financial counseling, mental health evaluation and
recommendation to families who are homeless.
6 families served
18 Individuals, 12 children
6 single mothers
6 adults secured employment while in shelter
5 families moved to independent housing
810 hours of case management
Sunrise House accommodates families who were
previously in our Emergency Shelter and have
prepared themselves for independence but find
themselves stalled by the search for permanent
affordable housing. Individualized case plans
are continued and basic needs are subsidized as
families work on educational and employment
goals.
3 families served
3 adults, 2 children
2 adults employed
650 hours of case management
Phase 2 offers 18 months of continuing case management and support to
clients who have left our Emergency Shelter and/or Sunrise House for their
own independent housing. This fills an identified gap in services to support
previously homeless families to prevent relapse(s) back into homelessness.
22 families
54 individuals, 30 children
19 single mothers
15 adults employed
830 hours of case management

Sound Minds provides all clients, juvenile and adult, with psychiatric
evaluation, mental health counseling and crisis intervention. Our counselor

provides direct services to clients at our host congregations, as well as inhome counseling.
94 individuals, 50 children accessed to mental health services
15 individuals, 6 children participated in consistent counseling
3 families participated in family therapy
NO mental health hospitalizations

Rapid Re-housing serves clients who achieved
independent housing. Clients receive Homeless
Trust Fund assistance and are considered at
high risk of relapse back into homelessness.
Clients receive individualized case management,
financial counseling, basic needs support and
mental health services.
11 families served
17 individuals, 0 children
11 adults employed
610 hours of case management

Daycare Plus accesses children, ages infant through 5, to licensed and age
appropriate child care and preschool at the Somerville YMCA at no cost to the
parent(s). We offer this program service in partnership with the YMCA who
provides 50% of tuition scholarships to our referred children. IHNSC funds
the additional 50% while offering case management and transportation to and
from the program.
1 child enrolled in childcare
1 child completed program

2017 Volunteer Impact
In 2017, you responded to
the needs of 42 families
94 individuals
50 children

Resources
2,735 nights of shelter provided
7,865 meals served
Time
9,469 hours of volunteering
Over 1,000 volunteers
Shelter
17 host congregations
14 support congregations

All donated food and basic
need supplies were used for
every IHNSC family
Furniture was donated for
five families for independent
housing

OUR 25th Anniversary
Celebration

We celebrated our 25 years of serving homeless families at the IHN Anniversary
Gala on October 26 at the Basking Ridge Country Club. Bill Jonat of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Branchburg Rotary, Temple Beth-El and Vollers
Family Foundation were honored for their years of dedication to the IHN mission.

Reverend George Montanari of host congregation Middlebush Reformed Church
presided over the event, which was filled with good food and great company as
supporters joined together to celebrate this milestone. Silent Auction baskets,
each with a specific theme, were generously donated by network congregations.
The baskets were assembled by volunteers from the Unitarian Universalist
Church in Somerville. An inspiring opening prayer was led by Msgr. Gregory E. S.
Malovetz with closing remarks given by Leigh Freeman of Temple Beth- El.
Since 1992, over 360 families have sought emergency shelter though our host
congregations with over half of those served being children. What started out
as a vision to help the homeless has evolved into a full continuum of care that
aims to address the unique needs of each individual that walks through our door.
We are sincerely grateful to all who have supported our mission over the last 25
years!

Our Learning Opportunities
IHNSC feels strongly that it is important to engage interns in learning
opportunities and provide them with a well-rounded approach to social work, as
well as other volunteer opportunities. In 2017, IHNSC participated in supervising
13 students while they worked toward educational goals.
Social Work Interns
Senior Field Work
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
One student completed 450 hours of field work
and graduated with a Bachelors in Social Work
degree (BSW). One student completed 250 hours
of field work and will complete the internship
in 2018.
Senior Field Work
Imani McKelvey, Rutgers University
Kean University
One student completed over 100 hours of field work and graduated with a BA in
Sociology.
University
REACH Senior Option Program
Hillsborough High School, Hillsborough, NJ
Two students each completed a semester working as mentors to IHNSC
emergency shelter children, as well as working on social work projects.
Service Learning
Raritan Valley Community College, Branchburg, NJ
Eight students participated in service learning opportunities by volunteering
time at host congregations.
Homeless Plunge
Immaculata High School, Somerville, NJ
Students from Immaculatta High School participated in a Homeless Plunge, in
which they came to the Flynn Day Center to learn about the IHNSC programs
offered. They then were transported to a host congregation to eat a meal with
the emergency shelter clients. This experience connected students to
understand how the shelter schedule works and the routine that our clients
have each day.

Our 2017 Funding Sources

A Special Message from the Board
President
I look back at 2017 and I feel that we have been so blessed.
I believe we are to live our lives in Faith and still “row away from the rocks” which I feel
we have been doing this past year.
Losing Renee was tragic but her vision of sustained independence after emergency
support has created such passion that the Board, Congregations with our many
Volunteers and Professional Staff led by Alyssa overcame challenges so that the
Network’s mission continues to move forward.
I know that I have personally experienced
The benefits and great satisfaction of
working with such a talented and passionate
group of individuals that make up our Board.
With all this behind us, I only see a bright future for
IHNSC where our Guests thrive in their independence
and live truly in contentment.
Thank you all!
Steven H. Vollers
Board President

Our Client Inspiration
Each client that comes through IHNSC has a unique story.
Lina came to the IHNSC Emergency Shelter Program in 2003 with her two children.
After immigrating to the United States from Portugal, Lina truly sought the life of the
American Dream.
Lina found IHNSC during a very traumatic time in her life and spent the next 15 years
learning how to heal, cope and grow while rebuilding a life for herself and her
children. IHNSC has been there for her every step of the way, with Lina utilizing several
resources and going through our continuum of care to assist in her independence.
In April 2017, Lina accomplished a goal that she had been trying to reach since coming
to this country almost 30 years ago. Lina finally became a United States Citizen. IHNSC
has worked intensely with Lina on this goal for over 10 years, in the hopes that she
would be able to live and work as an American citizen in the country that she has so
proudly lived in for so many years.
As a resident of our Sunrise Transitional House for the past few years, her newfound
freedom and access to services has allowed Lina to transition to independent housing.
We are so proud of Lina and all of the IHNSC staff that have dedicated time to helping
her accomplish this major goal. Lina’s story is one of persistence, resiliency and faith
that embodies IHNSC’s goal of empowerment and independence.

Stay connected with IHNSC in 2018
98 West End Avenue, Somerville, NJ 08876
(908) 704-1920 p
(908) 864-0967 f
ihnsc.org
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